178                            SCIPIO1 S ERROR.

touched at Massilia to get news from Hannibal, whom he
supposed to be still in Catalonia. On hearing, to his utter
surprise, that Hannibal had crossed the Pyrenees, Scipio
went into camp near Massilia, somewhat to the east of the
mouth of the Rhone, expecting to arrest Hannibal's further
progress at this wide and rapid river. He had a force of
twenty-two thousand foot and two thousand horse.

Scipio was not aware of the exact time of Hannibal's ar-
rival at the Ehone, as the latter had purposely inarched some
four days' distance inland. He had by no means expected
such an event. It is possible that Scipio calculated that if
Hannibal moved towards Italy at all, he would hug the shore
of the Mediterranean until he reached the Rhone, and that
he would essay an entrance to Italy by way of the Mari-
time Alps. Polybius says Scipio believed that Hannibal
would not attempt a passage of the Alps at all; he may have
looked on the Carthaginian march as a mere diversion to
keep him away from Spain. But he was rudely undeceived.
He at once threw over his expedition to Spain, unloaded his
vessels, and sent a column of three hundred cavalry up the
left bank to beat the country and to bring him notice of the
approach of the rash invaders. He had no idea they were
so near at hand.

Scipio must be held to blame for not sending out more
numerous scouting parties to ascertain definitely Hannibal's
whereabouts. He might have learned, long before Hannibal
neared the Rhone, that he was not far away. He should
then have taken up a central position farther from the coast,
and reconnoitred the river up and down by small parties,
holding himself in readiness to dispute the enemy's passage*
He could not, of course, hold all the available places where the
river could be crossed. This would have dispersed his troops
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